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“No need to make space  
on your shelf for this book.  
  You will use it every day.” 

                   Gretchen Owocki  
     Author of Make Way for Literacy!
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* concepts about print

* rhythm and rhyme 

* sight words 

* spelling patterns 

* new vocabulary

Playing with Poems
Word Study Lessons for Shared Reading, K–2

Why aren’t there more good poems for use 

in shared reading? Poems that address key 

curricular goals while making the most of 

young children’s love of rhythm and rhyme? 

Now, thanks to Zoë Ryder White, there 

are. She’s stocked Playing with Poems with 

lessons built around 44 brand-new, original 

poems written precisely for word study.

Only a teacher could write both poems filled 

with word study concepts and lessons that 

help children internalize them. Through a 

shared reading framework, White presents 

word study lessons that target literacy 

foundations such as:

• concepts about print

• rhythm and rhyme

• sight words

• spelling patterns

• new vocabulary.

Playing with Poems is a lot of fun for 

children, and it’s packed with helpful features 

for you. Its lessons are carefully sequenced 

to lead students from beginning concepts to 

more complex ones. Special navigation charts 

help you match lessons to areas of need. Each 

poem can be downloaded in a reproducible 

format at www.heinemann.com/white. And 

Playing with Poems even provides great ideas 

for writing your own shared reading poems 

and for collecting them from outside sources.

Zoë Ryder White

Word Study Lessons for  
Shared Reading, K–2

“Word study does not always follow the same 

path in all classrooms, and Zoë makes it easy 

for teachers to find their own paths through her 

fantastic and fun poems. I can trust Zoë’s lessons 

to meet the needs of a wide range of learners.”

—Stephanie Parsons 
Author of First Grade Writers and Second Grade Writers
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You may also be interested in...

Word Matters 
Teaching Phonics and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom
Gay Su Pinnell and irene C. FountaS

978-0-325-00051-0 / 1998 / 424pp / $37.50

Word Matters presents the essentials to help children learn about letters, sounds, and words.  With 

it you’ll teach children to become “word solvers”: readers who can take words apart while reading 

for meaning and writers who can construct words while writing to communicate. Includes a 

variety of practical tools for helping students develop not just the essential skills but also a joyful 

appreciation of their own literacy.

The Wonder of Word Study 
Lessons and Activities to Create Independent Readers, Writers, and Spellers
lauren Berman luCht

Foreword by Shelley harwayne

978-0-325-00811-0 / 2006 / 144pp / $18.50

There’s more to reading than merely identifying words on a page. To achieve fluency, emerging 

readers must analyze, decode, and reconstruct new words in predictable ways. That’s where word 

study comes in, and in The Wonder of Word Study, you’ll find out how to make the task fun while 

you develop independence in your students.
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Zoë Ryder White is a coauthor of One to One: The Art of 

Conferring with Young Writers, and Units of Study for Primary 

Writing, classroom materials from Heinemann-firsthand. She is 

a kindergarten teacher at PS321 in Brooklyn, New York. Before 

life as a classroom teacher, Zoë worked as a writer-in-residence 

through the Teachers and Writers Collaborative in nearly 25 

public schools throughout New York City.




